
This fact sheet is a publication of the Arizona
Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) to
inform community members near the West Central
Phoenix (WCP) Water Quality Assurance Revolving
Fund (WQARF) sites of current site activities.  

BACKGROUND

ADEQ has been conducting an investigation in the WCP
Area to learn more about soil and groundwater contamina-
tion* in the Area since 1987, when the WCP Area was made
a state Superfund Site under WQARF.  In the summer of
1998, the WCP Area was split into the five sites listed on the
map (see page 5).  Remediation (clean up) and investigation
work at the site is funded and managed by WQARF. 

Contamination in the area was first detected in the
groundwater in July 1982.  The City of Phoenix found the
chlorinated cleaning solvent trichloroethylene (TCE) in four
city water supply wells in the WCP Area. The two wells
with the highest concentrations of TCE were shut down in
1982. Monitoring continued on the other two wells to make
sure that they met safe drinking water standards. The City
of Phoenix closed the last two wells in 1989, when the
concentrations became unsafe.

After the initial discovery, extensive groundwater
sampling in the WCP Area was conducted by the Arizona
Department of Health Services (ADHS), the City of
Phoenix, and Salt River Project.  The sampling verified the
presence of chlorinated solvents in city wells and irrigation
wells in the WCP Area. 

In 1984, a survey was taken of more than 400 area busi-
nesses that might have stored, handled, or disposed of
hazardous substances. Based on that investigation, it was
determined that contamination came from several sources.

The primary contaminants known to be present at levels
above regulatory limits at the WCP Area include the solvents
TCE and tetrachloroethylene (PCE), which are present in
the groundwater and in some soils.

UPDATE ON THE 
WCP WEST OSBORN COMPLEX SITE

The West Osborn Complex (WOC) facility was originally
one large property (about 15 acres) located near 35th
Avenue and Osborn Road. From the late 1950s to the mid

1970s, companies at the property manufactured electronic
components. These businesses used TCE and other chemicals
in the production and cleaning process.

Through discussions with former employees, ADEQ
learned that large quantities of TCE and other wastes were
disposed of in septic tanks and seepage pits at the WOC
property from the late 1950s until the late 1960s. TCE was
also dumped onto the ground.

Field investigation activ-
ities for the WCP WOC
Site have been conducted
between 1989 and the
present time. The inves-
tigation indicates that
the source of soil and
groundwater contamina-
tion in the WCP WOC
Site is the WOC property.

In May 1996,
ADEQ entered into a
Consent Decree (legal
settlement) with United

Industrial Corporation (United), a firm formerly operating
at the property.  United agreed to conduct a Remedial
Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS), reimburse past costs
and pay oversight costs.

United operated a soil vapor extraction (SVE) system
from August 1999 through October 2002 to remediate the
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contamination beneath the WOC property. United com-
pleted the soil cleanup at the property and permanently
shut down the SVE system in March 2004.

In August 2004, ADEQ issued the draft RI report
prepared by United for the WCP WOC Site for public com-
ment to meet the requirements established under Arizona
Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) §49-287.03 and Arizona
Administrative Code (A.A.C.) R18-16-406. No comments
were received during the 30-day comment period.

In April 2005, ADEQ issued the Proposed Remedial
Objectives (RO) report for the WCP WOC Site for public
comment to meet the requirements established under
A.A.C. R18-16-406. Comments were received from the
public and ADEQ issued the final RO report in May 2005. In
addition, since no comments were received on the draft RI
report, this report has been accepted as the final RI report
for the Site.

United is currently conducting the FS to evaluate specific
remedial measures and strategies required to meet the
remedial objectives so that the groundwater can be reme-
diated. In June 2006, as part of the FS, United installed
additional monitoring wells to further define the extent of
shallow groundwater contamination emanating from the
WOC property.

UPDATE ON THE WCP NORTH PLUME SITE

Four facilities have been identified as likely sources of the
groundwater contamination in the WCP North Plume Site.
The four facilities are as follows: the F&B Mfg. Co. (F&B)
facility, former Pyramid Industries, Inc. (Pyramid) facility,
former Rinchem facility, and Hill Brothers facility. Field
investigation activities at the four facilities in the WCP
North Plume site have been conducted since 1984.

The F&B facility is located near 39th Avenue and
Montecito Avenue.  Since 1967, F&B has been manufacturing
metal aircraft and spacecraft parts and performing sheet
metal forming, and assembly.  Solvents are used as degreasing
agents to clean the surface of the metals.  PCE was used as
the degreasing solvent until approximately October 1987,
when it switched to 1,1,1-trichloroethane (TCA). In April
1991, ADEQ discovered information that PCE had leaked
from F&B's degreaser into the soil under the building.

The former Pyramid Industries, Inc. facility is also located
at near 39th Avenue and Montecito Avenue, across from
the F&B facility. Pyramid operated a telephone and television
cable riser boxes manufacturing facility from 1977 to 1994.
Operations at the facility required the use of acids, caustics,
heavy metals, paints, and methylene chloride. Several sus-
pected sources of contamination have been identified on
the Pyramid facility, including the loading dock/dry well,
paint room, and historic hook cleaner. 

The former Rinchem facility is located near 41st Avenue
and Turney Avenue. Rinchem operated a chemical ware-
house and distribution facility that handled solvents, oils, and

fuels. Rinchem was the only company that operated at the
facility from facility construction in 1982 through June 1993.
Several suspected sources have been identified on the
Rinchem facility, including the former repackaging area and
former tank farm.

The Hill Brothers facility is located near 42nd Avenue
and Turney Avenue. The Hill Brothers facility has operated
as a chemical distribution facility at this location since 1969.
Chemicals that include acids, bases, solvents, chlorine, and
concrete additives were stored in above ground storage
tanks on-site prior to transfer into containers for distribution.

Field investigation activities for the WCP North Plume
site have been conducted between 1984 and the present
time.  Several contaminants have been detected in soil and
groundwater samples collected during field investigations at
the four facilities. The primary contaminants of concern are
PCE, TCE, and 1,1-dichloroethene (1,1-DCE).

In late 1992, ADEQ entered into a Consent Decree with
F&B to conduct an RI/FS, remediate PCE-contaminated soil
on-site, reimburse past costs and pay oversight costs. From
1995 until 1998, F&B was financially unable to fulfill the
requirement under the Consent Decree. Between 1998
and 1999, ADEQ and F&B Mfg. Co. negotiated a new
Consent Decree, which was approved by the Court in
August 1999.  Under the new Consent Decree, ADEQ will
be completing the RI/FS and will conduct the remediation of
the facility.

ADEQ has been
operating an SVE
system at the
F&B facility since
August 2001 to
remediate the PCE
contamina t ion
beneath the
vapor degreaser.    

In addition,
ADEQ removed

approximately 210 cubic yards of soil beneath the vapor
degreaser during two excavations in July 2000 and
September 2001. As of April 2006, 40,857 pounds of PCE
have been removed from the source area by the SVE system.

In August 2006, ADEQ issued the draft RI report for the
WCP North Plume Site for public comment to meet the
requirements established under A.R.S. §49-287.03 and
A.A.C. R18-16-406.

UPDATE ON THE 
WCP NORTH CANAL PLUME SITE

Several facilities have been identified as likely sources of
the groundwater contamination in the WCP North Canal
Plume Site. The facilities include, but not limited to: the for-
mer Osborn Products facility, former Magic Metals facility,
former Southwest Metals facility, and Precise Metal

SVE system at F&B facility.
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Products/Paraflex Tool & Machine (Precise/Paraflex). Other
facilities are currently being investigated as potential sources
of groundwater contamination at the Site. Field investiga-
tion activities at the WCP North Plume site have been
conducted since 1984.

The former Osborn Products facility is located near 36th
Avenue and Clarendon Avenue. Osborn Products operated
at the site from 1956 to 1984.  Facility operations included
chrome plating, machining, and grinding of parts for the
aerospace industry.  Onsite processes included degreasing
metal parts, chrome plating, and machining of parts to
specification. 

The former Magic Metals facility is located near 36th
Avenue and Whitton Avenue. Magic Metals operated at the
site from 1977 to 1987, when the facility was abandoned by
the company. Principal business activities of Magic Metals
included electroplating for automobiles, custom restora-
tions, industrial parts, and antiques. The facility generated
waste electroplating baths and rinses containing cyanide,
waste caustics and unspecified waste solvents from stripping
tanks, and waste acids (sulfuric and chromic). Those tanks
were excavated and removed from the facility in 1989.

The former Southwest Metals facility is also located near
36th Avenue and Clarendon Avenue, across from the
former Osborn Products facility. Southwest Metals operated
at this property from 1952 to 1973. The manufacturing
process at the site consisted of constructing sand casts to
form magnesium, aluminum, and brass castings.

The Precise/Paraflex facility is located near 39th Avenue
and Clarendon Avenue. Precise/Paraflex and three subsidiary
companies, Precision Marking, Paint Spray, Inc., and Perigee
Metal Spinning, have operated at this property since 1963. 

Field investigation activities for the WCP North Canal
Plume site have been conducted between 1984 and the
present time. Several contaminants have been detected in
soil and groundwater samples collected during field investi-
gations at the four facilities. The primary contaminants of
concern are PCE, TCE, 1-DCE and chromium.

ADEQ continues the RI investigative activities by
installing groundwater monitoring wells, as well as collecting
soil and soil-gas samples. ADEQ also continues with the
investigation of several facilities in the area to determine if
they are also sources of the groundwater contamination.

ADEQ plans to complete the field investigative activities
by June 2007. The draft RI report is expected to be issued
for public comment by December 2007.  In addition, ADEQ
will be installing an SVE system at the former Osborn
Products facility to cleanup the soils beneath the property.

UPDATE ON THE 
WCP WEST GRAND AVENUE SITE

Field investigation activities at the WCP West Grand
Avenue Site were conducted between 1989 and 2002.  The
investigation indicated that the source of soil and ground-

water contamina-
tion at the Site is the
Layke Incorporated
(Layke) facility.
The Layke facility is
located near 33rd
Avenue and Osborn
Road. Layke began
operations at the
facility in 1967.  The
operations included

the manufacturing of various metal parts. TCE was the pri-
mary solvent used for parts cleaning/degreasing and a vapor
degreaser had been used at the facility from 1969 to
approximately 1989. Used chemicals were stored in 55-gallon
drums in the waste storage area or in an underground storage
tank (UST) prior to disposal.  At various times, it appears
that the UST overflowed, causing the waste inside the tank
to leak out. The UST was removed in October 1990.

Layke operated a SVE system from March 1995 through
June 1998 to remediate the contamination beneath the UST.

Between 2001 and
2002, soil samples
were collected by
ADEQ in the area of
the UST to deter-
mine the effective-
ness of the SVE sys-
tem in cleaning up
the soils. The soil
data indicated that
the contamination
had been effectively

remediated by the SVE system. Based on this information,
ADEQ granted a No Further Action (NFA) request in
December 2002, pursuant to A.R.S. §49-287.01.

In February 2004, ADEQ issued the draft RI report for
the WCP West Grand Avenue Site for public comment to
meet the requirements established under A.R.S. §49-287.03
and A.A.C. R18-16-406. No comments were received
during the 30-day comment period.  Since no comments
were received on the draft RI report, this report will be
accepted as the final RI report for the Site.

In October 2005, ADEQ issued the Proposed RO report
for the WCP West Grand Avenue Site for public comment
to meet the requirements established under A.A.C. R18-16-
406.  No comments were received during the 30-day com-
ment period. ADEQ has yet to issue the final RO report.

UPDATE ON THE 
WCP EAST GRAND AVENUE SITE

The former Van Waters & Rogers (VW&R) facility is the
primary source of contamination at the WCP East Grand
Avenue Site.

UST at Layke  facility.

SVE system at Layke facility.
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VW&R operated near 27th Avenue and Osborn Road
from 1957 to 1970.  Operations included warehousing and
distribution of industrial and agricultural chemical products,
upholstery supplies, and laundry and dry cleaning supplies.

The RI field investigative activities at this site were con-
ducted between 1993 and 2002. In January 2002, ADEQ
entered into an agreement with Univar (parent company of
VW&R) to conduct the monitoring groundwater quality and
to conduct the FS.

Since March 2003, groundwater monitoring has been
conducted by Univar. Also in 2003, Univar installed an SVE
system at the former W&R facility to clean up the soils.  The
SVE system became operational in January 2004.
In May 2004, ADEQ issued the draft RI report for the WCP

East Grand Avenue Site for public comment to meet the
requirements established under A.R.S. §49-287.03 and
A.A.C. R18-16-406.  Comments were received during the
30-day comment period.

In January 2006, ADEQ issued the Proposed RO report
for the WCP East Grand Avenue Site for public comment to
meet the requirements established under A.A.C. R18-16-
406. Comments were received from the public and ADEQ
issued the final RO report in June 2006.  In addition, since
comments were received on the draft RI report, a
responsiveness summary was prepared and the final RI
report for the Site was also issued in July 2006.

Univar will be conducting the FS to evaluate specific
remedial measures and strategies required to meet the
remedial objectives. 

WHAT ARE THE RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH
THIS CONTAMINATION?

To date, testing in the WCP Area indicates no public
exposure to the contamination.  Sampling shows that the
contaminated soils are under asphalt parking lots or asphalt-
surfaced storage areas, or under the concrete floors of
buildings.  Contaminated drinking water wells in the area
have been shut down.  In addition, notices have been sent
out to all known residences within the WCP Area for the
testing of domestic wells for contamination.

WHAT IS A LOCAL COMMUNITY ADVISORY
BOARD (CAB)?

A very important means for ADEQ to communicate with
the public at the West Central Phoenix Sites is through the
Community Advisory Board (CAB). A CAB has been
formed for the site and meets on a regular basis. The pri-
mary purpose of the CAB is to advise ADEQ and the public
of issues and concerns related to the remediation of the
Site. These meetings are open to the public. The CAB
meeting agendas and minutes can be viewed at: 
http://www.azdeq.gov/environ/waste/sps/reg.html 

The responsibilities of the CAB include:

• Participating in community outreach
• Assisting in distributing information from ADEQ to the

community
• Ensuring that ADEQ understands the opinions and con-

cerns of the residents
• Providing comments to ADEQ on various remediation

techniques and other site-related issues

If you would like to apply to become a member of the
Community Advisory Board or be notified of the CAB
meetings, which are open to the public, please contact: 

Linda Mariner, 
Community Involvement Coordinator
(602) 771-4294
E-mail: mariner.linda@azdeq.gov

WHAT IS THE WATER QUALITY ASSURANCE
REVOLVING FUND (WQARF)?  

WQARF is a program established by the Arizona State
Legislature to: 
1) conduct statewide surface and groundwater monitoring; 
2) study health effects; 
3) perform emergency remedial actions; and 
4) conduct long-term remedial action programs.  
The WQARF program is funded with state monies, civil and
criminal penalties, and funds recovered from parties
responsible for contamination.

INFORMATION REPOSITORIES

Interested parties can review site information at the
Information Repository at the Burton Barr Central Library
(Arizona Room, under Government Documents) located at
1221 North Central Avenue in Phoenix (602) 262-4636.  

Also, with 24 hours notice an appointment to review
relating documentation is available Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the ADEQ Records
Management Center, 1110 W. Washington Street in
Phoenix. Please contact (602) 771-4380, (800) 234-5677 or
TDD line (602) 771- 4829 to schedule an appointment to
review these documents. 

SVE system at VW&R facility.
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West Central Phoenix Superfund Sites

ADEQ CONTACTS

Danita Hardy 
Site Project Manager  
(602) 771- 4191 or (800) 234- 5677  
E-mail: hardy.danita@azdeq.gov  

Linda Mariner 
Community Involvement Coordinator  
(602) 771- 4294 
E-mail: mariner.linda@azdeq.gov  

GLOSSARY
Contamination - Any hazardous substance released into the environment.

Feasibility Study (FS) - An in-depth study designed to evaluate the remedial
alternatives that may be implemented to clean up the site.

Groundwater - Water found beneath the earth’s surface that fills pores
between materials such as sand, clay, or gravel. In aquifers, groundwater occurs
in sufficient quantities that can be used for drinking water, irrigation and other
purposes.

Hazardous Substance - Any material that, because of its quantity, concen-
tration, or physical or chemical characteristics, poses a significant present or
potential hazard to human health and safety or to the environment.

Remediation - Actions taken to treat the release or threat of release of a
hazardous substance that could affect people or the environment. The term
“cleanup” is sometimes used interchangeably with the terms remedial action,
removal actions, response actions, remedy, remediation, or corrective action.

Remedial Investigation (RI) - An in-depth study designed to gather the data
necessary to determine the nature and extent of contamination at a site.

Remedial Objectives (RO) – Established for the current and reasonably
foreseeable uses of land and waters of the state that have been or are threatened
to be affected by a release of a hazardous substance.

Soil Vapor Extraction (SVE) – A commonly used technique to clean up
contaminated soils. SVE draws air through contaminated soils and the contami-
nants are transferred to the air. The contaminated air is then treated or
discharged, depending on the amount and type of contamination present.

Solvent – Chemical products, usually liquid, that are used to dissolve other
substances. 
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Water Quality Assurance Revolving Fund Mailing List Form and
Community Advisory Board (CAB) Membership Application

Fondo Rotativo para la Garantía de la Calidad del Agua Formulario para la Lista
de Correo y Solicitud para Membresía en el Consejo Comunitario de Consulta

Any ADEQ translation or communication in a language other than English is unofficial and not binding on the State of Arizona.
Cualquier traducción o comunicado de ADEQ en un idioma diferente al inglés no es oficial y no sujetará al Estado de Arizona a ninguna obligación jurídica.

Site Name (Nombre del Sitio):_____________________________________________

If you would like to be added to the site mailing list, please fill out the top portion of this form and return it to ADEQ. If you
would like to apply to serve on the CAB, please also complete the bottom portion of this form.
(Si usted quisiera estar en la lista de correo para el sitio, favor de llenar la parte de arriba de este formulario y devolverlo a ADEQ.
Si usted quisiera entregar una solicitud para servir en el CAB, favor de también completar la parte abajo de este formulario.)

First Name: _________________________________ Last Name: ___________________________________
(Nombre) (Apellido)
Organization / Association:  ___________________________________________________________________
(Organización / Asociación)
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
(Dirección)
City: _______________________________________________ Zip code: ____________
(Ciudad)                                                                                            (Código Postal)
Mailing address: (if different from above) Dirección de Correo: (si es diferente de la anterior)
___________________________________________________________________ City: __________________

(Ciudad)
Zip code: _____________ Email address: ________________________________  
(Código Postal) (Correo Electrónico) 
Occupation:  __________________________________ Employer: __________________________________
(Ocupación) (Empleador)
Phone numbers: (home:) __________________________  (work:) __________________________________
(Números de Teléfono): (domicilio) (trabajo:)

(cell:) ____________________________  (other:) __________________________________
(celular) (otro)

Application for CAB Membership (Solicitud para Membresía en el CAB)

How long have you lived in or near the Site? ____________________________________
(¿Por cuánto tiempo ha vivido usted en o cerca del Sitio?) 

Are you willing to make a commitment to serve on the CAB for at least 1 year? _________________ 
(¿Está usted dispuesto(a) a comprometerse a servir en el CAB por lo menos un año?)

Are you able to attend at least four meetings a year? ______________________________ 
(¿Puede asistir por lo menos a cuatro reuniones por año?)

What day(s) / time(s) would be best for you to attend meetings? ______________________________
(¿Cuáles día(s)/hora(s) serían las mejores para que usted pudiera asistir a las reuniones?)

Please explain why you would like to serve on the CAB (attach a separate sheet if needed):
(Por favor explique por qué quisiera participar en el CAB) (adjunte otra hoja, si es necesario)

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Return this application to (Devuelva esta solicitud a): 
ADEQ, Outreach Unit, 1110 West Washington, Phoenix, AZ 85007 or fax to (602) 771-4138.
For more information, visit ADEQ’s Web site at: www.azdeq.gov or contact Linda Mariner at (602) 771-4294.
Para más información, favor de visitar la página del Internet de ADEQ al www.azdeq.gov ó llame a Juana Bonilla, al
(602) 771-4189.
After completion please fold and tape this form before mailing (no staples). Thank you for your interest.
Después de llenar la solicitud, por favor de doblarla y sellarla (no grapas) antes de enviarla. Gracias por su interés.

West Central Phoenix



Community Advisory Board Members Needed!

LINDA MARINER
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT COORDINATOR
1110 W. WASHINGTON STREET, 4415B-1
PHOENIX, AZ 85007-9973

FROM:



Updating the 
Community Involvement Plan (CIP)
Actualización del Plan 
de Participación Comunitaria

Any ADEQ translation or communication in a language other than English is unofficial and not binding on the State of Arizona.
Cualquier traducción o comunicado de ADEQ en un idioma diferente al inglés no es oficial y no sujetará al Estado de Arizona a ninguna obligación jurídica.

The CIP is written to help community members understand the ongoing cleanup activities at the West Central
Phoenix Site.  In an effort to better reach out to the community, we would like to hear from you as soon as 
possible.  Please complete:
[Nos gustaría saber de usted en nuestro esfuerzo por comunicarnos de una manera mejor con la comunidad.]

First Name: _________________________________    Last Name:  _______________________________________ 
[Nombre] [Apellido]

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
[Dirección]

City: _______________________________________________ Zip code: ____________
[Ciudad]                                                                                            [Códico Postal] 

Email address: _____________________________________________________________ 
[Correo Electrónico]

How long have you lived or worked in the WQARF site area?  ____________________
[¿Cuanto tiempo ha vivido o ha trabajado en el área del Sitio Central Oeste de Phoenix del Superfondo?]

Are you interested in learning more or becoming involved with the site cleanup?  �Yes/Sí   �No/No
[¿Está interesado en aprender más o participar en la limpieza del sitio?]

Do you have issues or concerns regarding the site cleanup? ______________________________________________
[¿Tiene alguna preocupación o algún tema a tratar con respecto a la limpieza del sitio?]

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you like to be on the site mailing list?   �Yes/Sí �No/No 
[¿Quisiera estar en la lista de correo para el Sitio?]

May we contact you by phone � or in person � to ask you additional questions?   �Yes/Sí �No/No 
[¿Podríamos comunicarnos con usted por teléfono � o en persona � para hacerle unas preguntas?] 

If yes, please give us your telephone number and tell us the best time to call you: __________________________
[Si marcó sí, por favor incluya su número de teléfono y la hora más conveniente para hablarle.]

Best phone number to call ______________________________  When? ________________
[El mejor número de teléfono a llamar] [¿Cuándo podemos llamar?]

Would you like to receive future mailings in English � or in Spanish? � (please check box)
¿Preferiría recibir envíos por correo en inglés � o en español? � (marque su preferencia)

After completion please fold and tape this form before mailing (no staples). Thank you.
[Después de llenar la solicitud, por favor de doblarla y sellarla (no grapas) antes de enviarla.  Muchas Gracias.]

Publication Number: C 06-01



LINDA MARINER
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT COORDINATOR
1110 W. WASHINGTON STREET, 4415B-1
PHOENIX, AZ 85007-9973

FROM:


